REMARKS 



Amendments to the claims have been made in order to clarify the applicant's invention 
based upon the Examiner's Reasons for Allowance in the parent case, now U.S. Patent 
6,666,765. The Reasons for Allowance are attached as Exhibit A herewith. The reasons for 
allowance in the parent case have been preserved and features not needed to distinguish 
over the prior art have been eliminated through the amendment. It is maintained that these 
claims stand in condition for allowance and such allowance is respectfully requested. 

Should you have any questions regarding the above, please feel free to give the below- 
listed attorney a call. If additional fees are required, please debit our Deposit Account No. 04- 
1414. 



Respectfully submitted, 



DORR, CARSON, SLOAN, BIRNEY & KRAMER, P.C. 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 



1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Robert Dorr on 7/1 5/03. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

/ 

lirclaim 17, line 5 -randomly— has been inserted before "displaying". 
In the abstract, line 9, "wth" has been changed to -with-. 



2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The patents to Vancura et al. 473' and Wood disclose casino gaming machines 

having decision-making game rounds and hints for each decision-making game round. 

The British patents to Evans 974', Evans 500' and the US patent to Walker disclose 

casino gaming machines having decision-making game rounds. 

None of the cited references alone or in combination teach the claimed 

"randomly displaying at least one hints increasing the players' expected return overall 

play for players". 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
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accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Benjamin H. Layno whose telephone number is (703) 
308-1815. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 1st Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul Sewell can be reached on (703) 308-2126. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9302 
for regular communications and (703) 872-9303 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 



1148. 




"Benjamin H. Layho 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3711 
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